Assessment/Diagnostic Program:

This program is a 21-day program and includes the following:

· psychiatric assessment and monitoring of psychotropic medications

· psychological testing (cognitive and/or projective)

· psychosocial assessment

· educational testing (if indicated) 

· milieu assessment 

A staffing is scheduled upon admission and occurs toward the end of the 21-day stay.  Family, service coordinator, social services (if involved), school district, previous providers, potential future providers and educational staff at Tennyson Center for Children are all invited to the meeting.  Written documentation including psychological testing, psychosocial assessment and educational assessment (if requested) will be provided.    

Psychological and Psychiatric Assessment:  Admission is scheduled around our psychologist’s schedule.  We want to make sure he/she is available to complete the testing and have the written report available for our staffing.  The psychologist typically does not attend the staffing.  We like to take the child off all medication prior to testing.  Therefore, if the child is on a lot of medication (and we are able to safely take them off of all medication), it may be beyond 21 days by the time we have all of our assessments complete.  This is the exception.  

We will take your child off of medication, get a baseline, complete cognitive and projective testing, assess for necessity of medication, and potentially place child on same/different/no medication.  

Psychosocial Assessment and Milieu Assessment: A thorough psychosocial assessment including assessment of the child in the milieu is completed.  This is more in-depth then the psychosocial assessment completed for subacute admissions.  This assessment includes detailed history on child, parents and siblings.  The assessment also includes behavioral and treatment recommendations specific to home, school, therapy, etc.

Educational Assessment: Informal assessments are completed.  Formal assessments are completed if indicated.

Differences between subacute program and assessment/diagnostic program:

· Written documentation for the subacute program is the discharge summary.  Written documentation for the assessment/diagnostic program includes cognitive testing, projective testing, psychosocial assessment, educational assessment and discharge summary. 

· Individual and family treatment/crisis stabilization is provided in the subacute program.  Individual and family assessment is provided in the assessment/diagnostic program.

· Psychological testing is not included in the subacute program.

· Educational testing is not included in the subacute program.

· Psychiatric services are provided in both programs.

· The length of stay in the subacute program is typically shorter than the 21-day assessment/diagnostic program.

Admissions to this program are made 24 hours a day by calling 303-230-4798.

